
April - May - June 2026

“Improving Lives... Bui ld ing Futures”
6418 FM 2100 Road

Crosby, Texas 77532
Phone: 713-520-8782

Toll Free: 800-933-4261
Fax: 713-520-8217

Email: info@texaspva.org
www.texaspva.org



National Service Officers
Gregory Treacy, SNSO Houston VARO, 202-416-1011/1012 GregoryT@pva.org 
John Allen, SBA Houston SCIC, 713-794-7993 JohnA@pva.org
Wayne Baker, NSO San Antonio SCIC, 202-416-7643/1064  wayneba@pva.org 
Dan Meckel, SNSO Waco VARO, 254-299-9944 DanM@pva.org
Joel Hoot, Veterans Career Program, 202-416-6479  JoelH@pva.org 

Officers - Board of Directors, Program Directors

 President 
Vice President 

Frank Daebelliehn
Frank Ellis 

 Rhonda Winer 
Rebecca Johnson

  Open  

 Secretary 
Treasurer 

Parliamentarian 
Legestlative 
Board Member #1 

Open 

Board Member #2 
Board Member #3 
National Director 

Gabriel Diaz De Leon 
David Bradshaw 

Zachary Jones 
Kerry Reyna  
Juan Banda 

Armando Rodriguez
Kerry Reyna 

Open 
 Bruce Kuker 
Jose Laguna 

Houston Satellite Director 
San Antonio Satellite Director 
Government Relations  
Advocacy Director 
Sports & Recreation 
Adaptive Sports Coach 
Membership 
MS Director 
VAVS San Antonio 
VAVS Houston 
Chaplain  

Open 
Open 
Open 
Open 
Open

TPVA Staff
Executive Director …. Amanda Saunders

Admin Assistant .... Doris Bendo
Accountant .... Jinu Jose

E-Mail …. info@texaspva.org



It’s a Great Day to Be in the TPVA

With all the rainy weather we’ve been experiencing, I trust everyone is up to date on their 
“swimming lessons”! In all seriousness, please be careful when heading out—both Houston 
and San Antonio have received significant rainfall recently.

The National Veterans Wheelchair Games are coming up July 9–15. Best of luck to everyone attending! We are 
proudly sending 18 members, 14 caregivers, and Coach Laguna. San Antonio VA is sending Cheryl and Stevie. 
Let’s bring home an impressive medal count—Detroit won’t know what hit it. Go out there, compete hard, and 
give it your all!

The Advocacy Seminar will take place June 9–15 in Washington, D.C. Kerry Reyna is leading the charge on 
behalf of our chapter, and we know she will do an outstanding job. We look forward to hearing her report 
when she returns.

On June 15, we have the Flag Day Fishing Event in Corpus Christi. Good luck to everyone participating—we 
hope you reel in plenty of fish! This has always been a fantastic event, and we know this year will be no 
different.

PVA also hosted an air rifle clinic on May 30–31. While we haven’t received full details yet, we’re happy to 
report the event went smoothly.

The PVA Convention, held May 15 in Las Vegas, marked an incredible milestone—80 years strong. It’s 
amazing to reflect on how far things have come. With all the new technology emerging, the next 80 years 
promise even greater advancements in wheelchairs, medical devices, and assistive tools that enhance our daily 
lives.

We recently held elections for the positions of President, Secretary, and Board Member Position 1. The votes 
have been tallied, and the official results will be announced in July.

These positions will serve for the 2026–2028 term.

The chapter is currently seeking dedicated volunteers to fill our Program Director positions. These roles are 
vital to the success of our programs and events. If you’re interested in getting involved and making a 
difference, please let us know—we would greatly appreciate your support.

As always, please stay safe, take care, and enjoy all the great activities ahead!

Frank Daebelliehn 
President 
Texas Chapter PVA



Another Year of Excellence at Texas Para Sport 

This year’s Texas Para Sport competition was yet another powerful reminder of what 
dedication, perseverance, and community can achieve. The Texas PVA shooting team 
showed up strong, competed with heart, and once again proved that we belong on the 
podium. 

We are proud to recognize the accomplishments of our athletes: 

• Pistol

o Mr. Delarosa – Gold

o Tyler Robert – Silver

o Josue Lopez – Bronze

• SH2 Air Rifle

o Adessa Nolan – Silver

o Jim Castaneda – Bronze

• SH1 Air Rifle

o John Arbino – Silver

o Leah Groggett – Bronze

Each of these athletes put in countless hours of practice, overcame challenges, and 
represented Texas PVA with determination and pride. 

On a personal note, I am deeply honored to have earned the Gold medal and to have 
secured a spot on the Team USA National Development Team. This achievement would not 
have been possible without the encouragement and support from my teammates, 
coaches, and the entire Texas PVA community. 

More than the medals, what truly stands out is the unity and spirit of our team. Seeing so 
many members of the Texas PVA shooting team come together—whether competing, 
coaching, or cheering from the sidelines—speaks volumes about the strength of our 
organization. The support we give one another is what makes these moments even more 
meaningful. 

We also want to extend our sincere gratitude to Texas PVA. Your continued commitment to 
providing opportunities, resources, and encouragement for adaptive athletes makes all the 
difference. Because of your support, we are able to train, compete, and achieve at the 



highest levels. You help create an environment where athletes can grow, succeed, and 
represent not just themselves, but a larger community that believes in them. 

Thank you to everyone who played a role in making this year a success—coaches, families, 
volunteers, and supporters. Your dedication does not go unnoticed. 

As we celebrate these accomplishments, we also look ahead with excitement and 
determination. Texas PVA continues to shine, and we are proud to carry that legacy 
forward. 

Here’s to another incredible year and many more victories to come! 

Toai Nolan 



Getting the Army SRU team ready to compete in Wheelchair Basketball this coming June at the Warrior Games here in San Antonio - by Nakia Merritte 



What To Expect: 

WEST GRAY ADAPTIVE SPORTS DAY

Location: West Gray Multi-service Center
Date: Saturday, June 27, 2026
Time: 9 AM- 6PM (schedule of events sent
out closer to date)

No experience neededNo experience needed
Equipment providedEquipment provided
All ages and abilities welcomeAll ages and abilities welcome
Sports offered: Sports offered: power soccer, standing adaptivepower soccer, standing adaptive
and wheelchair tennis, wheelchair lacrosse,and wheelchair tennis, wheelchair lacrosse,
endurance sports, beep baseball, and more.endurance sports, beep baseball, and more.  

No experience needed
Equipment provided
All ages and abilities welcome
Sports offered: power soccer, standing adaptive
and wheelchair tennis, wheelchair lacrosse,
endurance sports, beep baseball, and more. 

Come check out Houston’s adaptive sports programs and
learn about getting involved!

Alivia Hassell, OTS
Phone: 979-418-1309
Email: aphassel@utmb.edu

Contact:

Sign-up:



                    80th Annual Convention, Las Vegas, Nevada - 11-15 May 2026 

 

Amanda, TPVA Executive Director and Kerry Reyna, National Board of Directors attended 
the 80th Annual Convention, Las Vegas, Nevada - 11-15 May 2026.  I can attest the 
conference were long days and much were accomplished.  TPVA members Tammy Jones 
won reelection to PVA Senior Vice President and Anne Robinson won reelection to PVA Vice 
President.  Congratulations, Tammy and Anne!  Topics covered at the National Convention 
were PVA programs updates, budget, research and education. 
Next up for the TPVA chapter is the Advocacy Seminar in June 2026.   
See Something Say Something! 
 
                                                                              Kerry Reyna 
                                                                              PVA National Board Member  
                                                                              PVA Women Veterans Empowerment Retreat Member 
                                                                              PVA Government Relation 
 

     
 

                            
 
 



Memorial Day 2026 
 

 

 

      



Hello,

I’m reaching out from the ManKind Project to share an upcoming opportunity that could make a meaningful difference 
for men in your community.

On December 11–13, 2026, near New Zulch, Texas (between Houston and Dallas), we are offering a Barrier-Free New 
Warrior Training Adventure (NWTA)—a men’s personal growth weekend intentionally designed to include men living 
with physical, sensory, and other disabilities.

This is a fully integrated experience where all men are welcome, with strong support in place:
• 2:1 staff-to-participant ratio
• Individualized accommodations (ASL, mobility, care support, etc.)
• Pre-weekend conversations to ensure each man is supported well
We work closely with each participant to ensure safety, dignity, and appropriate support throughout the weekend.

Our intention is simple:
To make this kind of life-changing experience truly accessible to men who may have never imagined it was possible.
As we begin reaching out, we’re not just looking to broadly share this—we’re hoping to connect more personally.
We’re specifically looking for 5–10 men in your community who might benefit from a direct invitation.

You can learn more at www.mkp.org or reach me directly at deweyspitler@mkp.org | 928-308-2616
Thank you for the work you do—and for helping us widen the circle.
With respect,
Dewey Spitler
 
A voice from lived experience:
“Living with Cerebral Palsy, I’ve learned to adapt to a world that doesn’t always slow down or make space. When I first 
heard about this kind of training, I wasn’t sure it was for someone like me. What I found was something I didn’t expect
—a group of men who saw me, respected me, and stood with me as an equal. I left with a deeper sense of myself, and a 
brotherhood I didn’t know I was missing.”
— Art Patterson



$3,750 VALUE

3
YR

36K
MILES

EXTENDED  
VEHICLE WARRANTYREBATE

$2,000

Celebrating YOUR Independence

Purchasing a NEW van? Choose ONE Exclusive  
July 2026 Benefit for Veterans, Active Duty and Retirees

(281) 997-9400

Shopping For a New or Used Vehicle?
AMS Vans has an exclusive $500 Military Rebate for  
Pre-Owned vehicles. Contact AMS Vans to learn more.

Houston, Texas

REBATE
PRE-OWNED

500

Secure your July 2026 savings and learn more details by scanning 
the QR code or by visiting VantageMobility.com/Veterans and 
completing the rebate form.

Premium Wheelchair Accessible Vans
Proudly manufactured in the United States!



CLASSIFIEDS / SERVICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVERTISE WITH THE SPEEDY GAZETTE!

All submissions for the Classified Section of the SPEEDY GAZETTE must be submitted to the TPVA 
Office no later than the 1st of the month. The charge is $15.00 for 15 words (each additional word is 

$.25 cents). Payment must accompany the ad. If you are a member in good standing with TPVA, you 
may place a 15-word ad for FREE! An incentive of a 10% discount applies on ANNUAL commitments. 
Display Advertisements: to offset some of the cost of printing and mailing the SPEEDY GAZETTE, the 

following ad rates apply:

SIZE: 	                   MONTHLY: 	 ANNUAL (Approximately 6 issues per year):
Business Card     $20.00 					        $120.00 less 10% = $108.00
¼ Page                 $30.00                                		     $180.00 less 10% = $162.00
½ Page                 $55.00 					        $330.00 less 10% = $297.00 
Full Page: 	        $125.00 				                 $750.00 less 10% = $675.00

Please call 1-800-933-4261 or 713-520-8782 (EXT. 4) to place a Display Advertisement or Classified 
Advertisement and watch your business get noticed!

Every Gain 
Counts
ARCEX® is the first FDA-cleared, non-invasive spinal 
cord stimulation therapy designed to improve hand 
strength and sensation in people with chronic, 
incomplete cervical spinal cord injury (SCI).

onwd.com

The ARCEX System is intended to deliver programmed transcutaneous electrical spinal cord 
stimulation in conjunction with functional task practice in the clinic and with take-home exercises in 
the home to improve hand sensation and strength in individuals between 18 and 75 years old that 
present with a chronic, non-progressive neurological deficit resulting from an incomplete spinal cord 
injury (C2-C8 inclusive). 
The ARCEX System is intended to be operated in medical centers by Rehabilitation Professionals and 
at home by Patients and Persons Providing Assistance to the Patient as needed.
© 2026 ONWARD Medical. All Rights Reserved. 2025045B

Scan the QR code to 
start your journey with 
ARCEX  or email 
support@onwd.com 

AJ Walker, ARCEX User,
US Navy Veteran



FOOD PANTRY
SCHEDULE

EAST HOUSTON POP-UP GROCERY
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Powell Memorial VFW 9296
1214 Maxey Rd, Houston, TX 77015

1st
Monday

1st
Tuesday

ELLINGTON FIELD J RB POP-UP GROCERY

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Lone Star Flight Museum
(Warbird Ready Room)
11551 Aerospace Ave, Houston, TX 77034

3rd
Wednesday

GALVESTON COUNTY
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM

The Connection Parking Lot
9300 E.F. Lowry Expressway 
Texas City, TX 77591

3rd
Thursday

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

The Ark Church (Secondary Parking Lot)
450 Humble Tank Rd, Conroe, TX 77304

Are you a veteran in need of resources or have questions? We’re here to help!

SCAN ME 
TO REGISTER

1-844-4TX-VETS1-844-4TX-VETS
1-844-489-83871-844-489-8387

go.combinedarms.us/food-pantry-rsvpgo.combinedarms.us/food-pantry-rsvp
info@combinedarms.usinfo@combinedarms.us

HQ IN-HOUSE FOOD PANTRY
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Combined Arms HQ
2929 McKinney St, Houston, TX 77003

2nd & 4th
Friday



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Joshua King
Robert Quesada
Paul Gardner
Kelsey Inscoe

REST IN PEACE
Barry Coats
Kenneth Wells



WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VAN FOR SALE ASKING $7,500 OR BEST OFFER

SPECIAL ORDER HIGH-TOP CONVERSION W/PASSINGER SIDE UNDER BODY LIFT, REAR 
WHEELCHAIR LIFT, POWER ADJUSTABLE (drivers side) FRONT CAPTAINS CHAIRS, ON-SCREEN 
NAVIGATION/RADIO/DVD & CD PLAYER, A/C (front & rear) , POWER WINDOWS, POWER 
LOCKS, ALARM SYSTEM, REAR BENCH SEAT, ENTERIOR LIGHTING, STORAGE 
COMPARTMENT OVERHEAD FRONT, AND OVER & UNDER REAR (power) BENCH SEAT. 
WHEELCHAIR TIE-DOWN RECEPTICALS.  RUNS WELL. 

Was used to carry three wheelchairs for two individuals. However single now, family capacity no longer 
needed. Must now down-size to smaller vehicle.

Sincerely,
Mr. Scottie Clark
210 379-4351



Proud Supporters of the

We’re here to help!

 

Call us today or stop by and take a test drive.

 

Let United Access help you get on your way, because your mobility is our mission

TO BECOME THE LARGEST MOBILITY DEALERSHIP
 IN TEXAS WITH 10 LOCATIONS!

New & Pre-owned Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles
Accessible SUVs, Minivans and Full Size Vehicles
Scooter & Wheelchair Lifts
Power Transfer & Lift Up Seats

Hand Controls & Steering Devices
High Tech Driving Systems
Wheelchair Accessible Van Rentals










877-501-8267
www.unitedaccess.com 

UNITED ACCESS IS A 
NMEDA QAP DEALER WITH
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Has
Joined

ADAPTIVE DRIVING ACCESS



Ekso Indego Gets You Walking Again

A recently revised VA policy allows Ekso 
Indego to be issued to qualified veterans at 
no cost. 

Proudly designed & 
assembled in the USA

Rise Up with
Ekso Indego® 
Eligible veterans may receive 

an Ekso Indego Personal 
exoskeleton at NO COST!

www.eksobionics.com
* For full indications for use, visit: www.eksobionics.com/indications-for-use/ PN#:044-028-001 Rev. C

• Enjoy eye-level conversations  
• Community walking speeds
• Lightest weight exoskeleton 
• Modular design for easy transport 

Contact us for more information 
www.eksobionics.com/veterans

or call (510) 984-1761 option 1

Ekso Indego enables individuals paralyzed from 
spinal cord injuries (level T3-L5)* to stand and 
walk, offering a new level of independence.

An evaluation by your providers at an SCI/D 
center is required to determine eligibility for use 
of the Ekso Indego device. 



Donate your gently used clothing and household items to help           
support our chapter. Please be sure to mention you’d like your              

donation to   benefit the TEXAS PARALYZED VETERANS. All donations are 
tax deductible. To schedule a pickup please call: 

346-319-2222

Remove hangers, check the pockets and wash if possible. Don’t forget we need shoes, purses, and accesso-
ries.

Even towels and bedding that are threadbare can have a second life as they are used for cleaning up, and 
recycling.



PVA & Texas Para Sports Third Annual Shooting Program 

Another great year for the PVA Texas Para Sport Shooting Program! 

This year's event was a tremendous success, with nearly double the number of participants compared to last year. We 
are excited by the continued growth of the program and are already looking forward to an even bigger turnout next 
year. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of this year's program was seeing participants of all ages and with a wide range of 
disabilities come together to enjoy the sport of shooting. The smiles on the faces of our athletes said it all as many 
proudly returned home with medals and memories that will last a lifetime. 

Our team performed exceptionally well throughout the competition. Every shooter gave their best effort, and their 
hard work paid off as we captured First Place in the Team Event. It was a proud moment for everyone involved and a 
testament to the dedication of our athletes and coaches. 

This program would not be possible without the support and leadership of Marco De LaRosa. Marco has been one of 
the greatest inspirations behind this program's success. As an Olympian, he generously gives his experience, time, and 
even personal resources to help new and upcoming shooters develop their skills and confidence. 

Marco's patience, dedication, and willingness to help others are truly remarkable. His commitment to growing the 
sport and supporting athletes with disabilities has made a lasting impact on countless lives. On behalf of all our 
athletes, families, volunteers, and supporters, thank you, Mr. De LaRosa, for everything you do. 

We would also like to extend our sincere gratitude to Major Tom Groggett for expertly running the range and helping 
ensure that the event was safe, organized, and enjoyable for everyone involved. His hard work behind the scenes was 
essential to the success of the program. 

A special thank you goes to Jennifer Weatherford, Director of Operations and Military Programs, for her outstanding 
support of this event. Jennifer worked tirelessly to help secure a location for the program and obtain funding for 
meals for our participants. Her dedication, leadership, and commitment to serving veterans and adaptive athletes 
helped make this year's event a tremendous success. 

The success of this program is the result of many people working together with a shared commitment to supporting 
adaptive sports and empowering athletes with disabilities. We are grateful for every volunteer, supporter, family 
member, and participant who made this event possible. 

We look forward to another outstanding year of growth, competition, friendship, and achievement in 2027. 

Respectfully, 

Toai Nolan 

#TeamNolan     

Continue on next page





We continue to offer free, In Person, mental health counseling for military veterans and 
their families. We practice social distancing guidelines and have hand sanitizer available. 
We can also help with transportation needs with weekly bus passes.

Charles Jackson MA LPC
Licensed Professional Counselor
Healthy Minds, Healthy Heroes

American GI Forum – National Veterans Outreach Program
210-248-9933 Phone
cjackson@nvop-sa.org
206 San Pedro, Suite 201, San Antonio, TX 78205

San Antonio membership forums will take 
place on the 1st Thursday of each month at 12 
pm.  Houston membership forums will take 
place on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
12 pm.

Veterans when you sign up the tickets that you request will be at will 
call the day of event. This is all over the country and they have events 
like Disney on ice, monster trucks, nba, nfl, mlb, college sports, comedy 
shows, you name it.

Website: https://www.vettix.org/tixer/my-account/login



April - May - June Birthdays
David McCreery
Rebecca Johnson
Svend Svendsen
Maurice Bullard
Marcus Montieth
Robert Lefeve
Peter Simmons
David Bradshaw
William Neuls
Scott McDonald
William Sutherland
Wesley Howard
Anne	 Collins
Edward Sterner
Philip Stewart
Peter Shaver
Christopher Sullivan
Joe Cruz
Mary Beard
Calvin Greene
Akeda Jones
Daniel Barton
Alex Benoit
Thomas Sagpao
Terrence Young
Kristen Reyna
David Pruitt
Robert Trevino
Zachary Jones
Gerald Gates
Johnny Beamon
Robin Willis
Alicia Santiago
Chad	  Stuart
Jason Gutshall
Shawna Jerry
Vincente Turrubiates
Decker Goss
Jose Zelaya
James Shamp
David Nealey
Albert Barber
Kristal Pinkney
Bill Starr
Richard Lipsey
Anthony Cummings

Eric Tucker
Juan Tejada
Marylyn Harris
Adam Needham
Peter	 Garner
Everett Voortman
Clarence Green
John	 Murray
David Haslock
Frederick Garraway
Jerome Jones
Roger McDowell
Johnie Stewart
John Collins
Paul Smith
Juan Banda
Charles Garcia
Debbie Williams
Eric Cameron
William Spivey
James	 Burkes
Troy Tallent
Mario Rodriguez
Daniel Thornhill
Bruce Rodgers
Claudie White
Thomas Powell
Jennifer Sexton
Lloyd	 Ford
Frank	 Daebelliehn
Jesse Vasquez, Jr.
Edgar	 Machado
Clayton Monroe
Daniel Burney
George Williams
Ryan Cano
Maurice (Mike)Meehan
Polly Long
Juan Reyes
Kiera Chapai
Brandie Jeter
Hashinto Takeshi
Clinton Crumpton
Thomas Anderson
Jonathon Smith
Angela Sublett

Toai Nolan
Berry Medeiros
Jack Elson
Gary Mercer
David Vasquez
Branden Robles
Ginger Rhodes
Johnny Carabajal
Bennie Sullivan
Diana Arias
Don Haney
Jerry Sanders
Brent Norris
Moises Medrano
Willliam Duckworth
Kirk Black
Timothy Taylor
William Maier
Kedgerick Smith
Damon McDay
Jim Harris
Jerry Hall
Dillon Cannon
Daniel	 Ebarb
Norris	 Honeycutt
Roger Nelson
Roger Figg
Shelitta Breland-Ray
Edward Nierengarten
Wanda Youpee
Victor	Ventura
Willie	 Simmons
Leslie	 Hester
Charles Randolph
Patrick Moore
Kirkland David
Carlton Brooks
Carlos	Nesmith
William Latham
Julio Gomez
Najla Switzer
Lyn McCalister
Daniel  Hernandez
Juan Maldonado
Stephanie Flores
Christopher Raymond

Douglas Reeves
Michael Johnson
Chauncey Spencer
Leah Groggett
William Roberts
Gilbert Muro
Robert  Munoz
Jerry Jackson
Carol Havelka
Larry Bates
Jaime Garcia
Cindy	Prestidge
Raymond Burford
Mario	Galvan-Castro



April Winners:      

David Bradshaw
Mary Beard
Robert Trevino
Vicente Turrubiates
Kristal Pickney

Membership Rewards Program 

Hello Texas Paralyzed Veterans of America Members! Your BOD just implemented a new 
membership rewards program. It’s a very simple program. During your birth month, just 
contact the Chapter Office or one of your Board of Directors and let them know you want 
to participate. At the end of each month a drawing will be held, and five lucky members 
will each receive a gift card worth $200 to spend however you wish.

As long as you’re on the phone with us, let us know how you’re doing. Get an update on 
the latest Chapter news and events. You can also make sure your phone number and ad-
dress are up to date. Remember we’re an organization made up of members trying to help 
other members. We need to know who you are, where you are and what kind of concerns 
or ideas you may have. Plus, you may be able to volunteer some time with us.

Remember if it’s your Birthday Month, all that it takes for a chance at a $200 Birthday gift 
is just a phone call. If you don’t call in, you won’t be entered.

Chapter office 713-520-8782 info@texas.pva.org

June Winners:

To be determined

  May Winners:

Frederick Garraway
Juan Banda
Daniel Burney
Clinton Crumpton
Toai Nolan

HAPPY BIRTHDAY



San Antonio, Texas 
Adaptive Golf Clinic through the Stand Up and Play Foundation 

San Antonio 

This clinic is designed to get wheelchair and severely mobility challenged  

Individuals standing and swing golf clubs. 

All individuals, no matter what your experience with golf are 

encouraged to register.  

Dates and Times: 

2nd Friday of the month Topgolf 10-12 

5539 N Loop 1604 West, San Antonio, TX 78249 

3rd Friday of the month Mac Wylie Golf Center 10-1 

9701 Rochelle Road, San Antonio, TX 78240 

Registration:  Jeffrey Ulrich, PGA jauskigolf@yahoo.com 214-208-3040 

 

  

Ongoing Sports 
Practices 

                           

Archery Tuesday     Boccia Wednesday  

1pm-3pm      1pm-3pm 

Archery HQ      SCI Rec Room  

  

 

                                           

Bowling Thursday 

11am-12pm   

The Lanes at Oak Hills                  

 

 

 

Air Guns Friday     

 10am-11am      

 SCI Rec Room      

Trap Shooting Thursday  

1pm-3pm 

 San Antonio Gun Club 

 

 

 

  9 Ball & Table Tennis Friday  

1pm-3pm 

SCI Rec Room 

 

 

 

 



Female Veterans -
We Need Your Help with 

a Virtual, PTSD Research Study

Who Can Participate? 
 Female Veterans, 18 years or older, with PTSD symptoms who want to 

participate in a novel treatment for PTSD. 

If this describes you, you may be eligible to participate in a 
virtual study over the span of 10 weeks.

Participation is completely confidential with a qualified, 
female mental health specialist.

Eligible participants will be compensated up to $120 for their time.

Study participants will:

 Complete online surveys about mental 
wellbeing

 Attend 1-hour, individual sessions for 10 
consecutive weeks focused on PTSD 
recovery

 
 Help researchers better understand the 

treatments for PTSD and possible brain 
injury from interpersonal violence 
(including MST or other unwanted sexual 
experiences).

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Kameron.Simmons@bcm.edu 
(281) 410-1792

Multifaceted Intervention to Restore Resilience and Overcome Risk
MIRROR 

IRB Protocol # H-51134 Expires 7/14/2026



Houston parks and recreation-adaptive division scheduled events
West Gray weekly schedule 

Monday
1pm 2pm Boccia
5pm-7pm developmental wheelchair rugby
7pm-9pm wheelchair basketball

Tuesday
1pm-2pm tabata Tuesday (adaptive fitness)
5pm-6pm beep baseball team fitness 
6pm-8pm beep baseball practice 
6pm-7pm prep wheelchair basketball skills and drills
7pm-9pm juniors wheelchair basketball 

Wednesday 
6pm-9pm wheelchair basketball 

Thursday 
10am-12pm cycling 
1pm-2pm dance fitness
5pm-7pm VI fit
7pm-9pm wheelchair rugby 

Friday 
7pm-9pm wheelchair tennis
6pm-8pm wheelchair lacrosse

Saturday 
9am-11am wheelchair rugby 
11am-2pm power chair soccer
2pm-4pm deaf basketball 



Become A Donor

Annual contributions for 
2026-2027 will be as follows:
Platinum Donor     $1,000 or more 
Titanium Donor  $500 - $999
Gold Donor     $250 - $499
Silver Donor     $100 - $249
Bronze Donor     $5 - $99

2026-2027  -DONOR CLUB as of  June 2026
Platinum:  Greater Houston Community Foundation, Ameriprise Financial, Amazon Transportation, Maxwell Medical Services 
Inc, Johnny Godwin, CFC TASC, SCI of San Antonio Alamo Chapter, Scott E & Elisa Caudill, Carl C Anderson Sr. & Marie Jo 
Anderson, Texas Regional Para Sports, Heritage Linehaul & Trucking Inc, Jim Baccus, Burns & McDonnell, The NRA Foundation, 
Johnny & Sonnys Glass, Jose Laguna, Damian Gomez, Skinner Family Charitable Fund, Patricia Buckley, Sue Triplett, Michael 
Lynch, Thomas A West, Paxton Arms LLC, & Christopher Greenwood.

Titanium:   Summer Chesson, Jesse Aldridge, Bruce W Kuker, Ekso Bionics, Inc, James Boston, HEAL SCI, Area Real Estate, LLC, 
Marcus, Paula Barnett, Frank R Daebelliehn, Pedal Guerrero, Steven Mack, Maryann Trujillo-Hanford, Alvin Guerrero, Ronald 
McAnally, New Braunfels Area Quilt Guild, Jason Bussin, AMS Vans, LLC, Barbara Slaughter, Martha J Trudo, & Leslie Odmark.

Gold:  Lone Star Chapter PVA, BBGF-Wells Fargo Payments, Tym & Gerry Kelley Charitable Fund, True Vine Missionary 
Baptist Church, John Lynch, Eric Deleon, Timothy Crank, Onward Medical, Scott Smith, Josue Lopez, Manuel Sancillo, Richard 
Carson, Jesus Yanez, Chuck Poole, Zach Jones, Michael Del Soldato, Mr. & Mrs. Philip B Green, Judy J. Walker, Gary P Smith, Dr. 
Ewa M Thompson, Morgan Stanley, Alamo City Chocolate Factory, Fernando Keller, & American Endowment Foundation.

Silver: Robin Allshouse, Gary Standley, David Hall, Thomas Thrash, William Davis, Clayton Coufal, Philip Tereskiewicz, Steve 
Lambert, Juan Saenz, Anthony Harkins, Ms. Marion Bell, Daniel & Kristi Montague, Mr. Watts, AMD, Karen Stegmann, Lisa 
Clark, Jose G Laguna, Daniel Rich, Ronald Castillo, William Burress, Apple Inc, Mattar Family, Matthew Holcomb, Lisa Martinez, 
Benjamin Arreguin, Linda K Worley, John Branum, Charles Poole, Gabriel Fernandez, Suzanne Gates, Mark A Hancock, Bruce 
Brown, John Sands, Brenda Bonnette, PayPal Charitable Giving Fund, Matthew Towne, Nishidha Kumaresan, Barbara 
McDonald, Vantage Mobility, David Bradshaw, Logan Shaw, Cathy Hastings, Amanda Saunders, Joan R Isaac, Alice Sutton, 
Jenny Mak, Michael T. & Nancy E. Hanley, Henry Kister, Irma Pennington, Joe Joseph, Jose G Pena, Michael & Laurel M Crump, 
Brandy Sausse, Robert Ramirez, Rick & Anna Trish McDaniel Fund, Judith A Oliver, Herman O West Foundation, Ty Tillman, 
Tad M Grenga, Sampson K Jordan, Jennifer Sansbury, Laurie Stiteler, Maciej Kafel, & Crystal Willis.

Bronze: CAF America, Eli Case, Juana Pagel, Jeanne Phelps, Breanna Farrar, Dudley Weber, Bill L Starr, Marie Mihail, Michele 
Buetti-Weekly, Toribio Samaniego, Carlos Galindo, Leon Giles, Thrift for Good, Sandra Vasek, BBGF-PWC US & Payments, Ms. 
Hartle, Yaneth Zuniga, Brian & Druann Bosien, Tim or Sandy Gantick, Matthew Roque, Winfred Perry, Heather D & Rufus H 
Jackson, Scott Fitzgerald, BBGF-Arthur, Daryl Hall, Kostas Lambrakos, Marty Purcell, Balajee Thangavel, Christopher Hagelin, 
David N Shirey, Sharon Harris, Billy H & Marguerite R Cameron, Edward Gray, Bret Meyer, Bruce & Becky Brown, Elizabeth 
Pena, Laurette Escobar, Toyota Co, Richa Devlugt, Ruben D Barros, Carolyn Shelton, Community Marketing Partnership, Cynthia 
Suniga, Robert M. & Judith L. Abbey, D.J. Byler & K.L. Byler, Bryan Dyck, Manuel Logan, Yvonne Williams, Pavel Brusilovskiy, 
Daniel Stodghill, Darcy Overton, Manuel Fustes, Gregory Hanna, AOG Foundation, Eric W. & Judy Swenson, Veronica Espinosa, 
Susan E Lambert, Ron Payne, Lorraine Gibson, Hashinto Takeshi, Judith Oliver, Cynthia Hernandez, Lee Boone Design, Razhanee 
Taylor, & UK Online Giving Foundation.





Submitted by: Greg Treacy

The VA: Health and Benefits mobile app now allows eligible Veterans to conveniently view their active Certificate of 
Eligibility (COE) Home Loan Letter in the app. By improving both ease of access and timeliness, this enhancement 
makes it easier for Veterans to take the next step toward homeownership.
 
The COE feature was deployed through a phased rollout from March 2-5 to ensure a smooth transition. Activation 
began with 5% of users on March 2, expanded to 25% on March 3, 50% on March 4, and concluded with full 
deployment to all users today. This phased approach was intended to ensure minimal disruption throughout the 
implementation process.
 
Note that eligible Veterans can only view their active COE through the app. If a Veteran does not have an active COE 
and wants to use their benefit, or wants to make changes to their active COE, they should work directly with their 
mortgage lender or through VA.gov.



Wheelchair football will be on Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:30 at Morgan’s 
Wonderland Sports Complex on September 6th. This sport will be from Sep-
tember- December. 

Wheelchair Soccer will start on 14 Aug. At Morgan’s Wonderland!! Monday 
nights from 6-8:30

Point of contact 

Merritte,Nakia 
merritte101@gmail.com
931-237-2039

In collaboration with a trusted network of contractors, I ensure homes are not only beautiful and functional but 
also accessible. From widened doorways to roll-in showers, we focus on making your home truly work for you. 

With extensive experience assisting veterans, I’m well-versed in VA programs, including: 

•    Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) Grant
•    Special Housing Adaptation (SHA) Grant
•    Home Improvements and Structural Alterations (HISA) Grant
•    VA Home Loans

I’m here to be your advocate, advisor, and partner in real estate — whether you’re buying your first home, 
modifying an existing property, or exploring options across borders. 
Let’s connect and create a plan tailored to your goals and needs. 

Armando De La Rosa 
LPT Realty 
210-577-3253/ armando78dlr@gmail.com

Hi, I’m Armando De La Rosa, a licensed Realtor with LPT Realty, proudly serving clients in 
the San Antonio area and its surroundings. My mission is simple: to help individuals and 
families find the perfect home—one that matches their lifestyle and unique needs. 

I specialize in residential real estate and have built strong relationships with home builders 
throughout San Antonio, particularly in facilitating ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 
modifications for veterans and individuals with mobility challenges. 



Houston TPVA Membership 

Dear Fellow TPVA Members,

My name is Juan Banda, your Houston Satellite Director and a proud TPVA Life Member since 1988. Over the 
years, I’ve had the privilege of serving on the TPVA Board of Directors and volunteering in many capacities to 
support our community.

Lately, IÕve noticed a signiÞcant decline in participation from our local TPVA membersÑand thatÕs something 
we want to change. Staying connected is important, not just for fellowship, but for strengthening our voice and 
supporting one another.

Texas PVA hosts a luncheon for patients in the SCI unit every third Wednesday of the month. We would like to 
warmly extend this invitation to all local TPVA members as well. This is a great opportunity to reconnect, share 
experiences, and build a stronger community together. We will begin serving meals to patients at 11:30 a.m. The 
membership meeting will follow, with lunch immediately afterward. 

Please be sure to RSVP by calling the Texas PVA ofÞce at (713) 520-8782. 
Your RSVP is very importantÑit allows us to plan accordingly and ensure that a meal is prepared and available 
for you.

Please note that we are currently only able to accommodate members who have their own transportation.

We truly hope to see you there every third Wednesday of the month. Your presence matters, and together we can 
make our local TPVA community stronger than ever.

Warm regards, 
Juan Banda 
Houston Satellite Director



Hello all, my name is Doug Reeves, and I served in the US 
Navy from 1974 to 1979. I was discharged as an MR2. 

Recently I was lucky enough to attend the 40th National 
Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic. The clinic was in 
Snowmass Colorado. What a beautiful location! There 
were many events to choose from. I decided to try skiing. 
I skied prior to my injury that left me paraplegic. Four 
years ago, I was riding my motorcycle (2006 Harley 
Davidson Ultra Classic). I stopped at a red light when a 
distracted driver rear ended me. He was traveling 65 
mph. Back to the clinic. So, I skied twice in the week I 
attended. I had a blast. The volunteers helping me were 
great. It snowed both days when I was on the mountain. 

I also choose curling. I had never curled before, but I enjoyed watching it during the Olympics. 
Again, I had a blast. Just like the skiing volunteers the curling folks working with the vets were 
outstanding. Surprisingly I was pretty good at it.  

My last event was fly fishing. I had never fly-fished before. I found it to be very challenging. 
After an hour or so I caught my first fish. It was lunch time at that point. That fish became 
part of our lunch. After lunch I continued fishing and caught 5 more. 

My sister met me at the clinic as my helper. We both had a great time during the clinic. We took 
in the sights and the food. We ate at the stew pot. There were several types of stews.  We ate 
there 3 times, had 2 dinners and a lunch that included an Old Fashion Beef stew, Guinness 
Lamb stew, Habanero Pork and salads. Next year I’ll try the Alpine Elk stew. 

As always, the comradery between the veterans is so special. Overall, it was a great time. If 
you can get to the clinic I highly recommend it. 

Doug Reeves PVA member 





State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry

Please respond to VEText emergency/disaster updates, by either re-
questing a contact from VA Staff if needed or letting us know you are 
safe and do not need to be contacted. There will generally be VEText 
contacts before and after the natural disaster.

We encourage Veterans to respond to VEText appointment reminders. 
If you need to reschedule an appointment, please respond to the VEText 
reminder message, and/or contact the SCI Clinic 1t 713-794-7057. This 
ensures your appointment needs are met and allows other Veterans to 
be scheduled during all available appointment time slots.



When: Wednesday, July 8, 2026  

Time: 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm ET  

Where: Zoom  

Who Can Attend: Open to PVA women members 

Questions or RSVP: Christi Hillman christih@pva.org 



San Antonio Sports Practice:

Air Guns- Fridays at 10am in the SCI Rec. Room
Bowling- Thursdays at 11am at the Lanes at Oak Hills
Boccia- Wednesdays at 1pm in the SCI Rec. Room
Trap/Sporting Clays- Thursdays at 1pm (Membership Meeting Days) at 
San Antonio Gun Glub



 



Peer Partners
In order to be an SCI peer partner, you must meet the following criteria:

someone who has been living with a spinal cord injury for at least 6 months, is now reintegrat-
ed into their community, productive in their daily life, and has completed a training program 
preparing him/her to visit another individual facing a similar experience.  A Peer Support (PS) 
agrees to:

•	 Serve as a role model
•	 Offer emotional support and maintain confidentiality
•	 Provide information about the resources available locally and nationally
•	 Serve as a conduit to a contact person on the Peer Support Program team at the Michael 
E. DeBakey VA Medical Center; this person will follow through with any needed referrals 

A PS is a sensitive listener who will use their communication skills to facilitate the New SCI vet-
eran’s own recovery and self-exploration so that they may make good decisions for themselves. 

If you are interested in becoming a PS, please email Sonia Suarez at Sonia.suarez@va.gov. Those 
interested in being a PS will have to go through an interview process with MEDVAMC SCI 
team, complete training through VA’s Volunteer Program, and sign in and out when visiting 
with inpatient Veterans at the hospital. 



ALS CLINIC
The ALS Clinic is scheduled for ALS patients only, but they will do their best to help assist emergency walk-ins. 
They can do that through the Emergency Room, Neurology, Pulmonology, and the other discipline clinics as 
well.

The Clinic is held on Mondays from 1:00 - 4:00 pm in the Michael E. DeBakey VAMC SCI Ward Outpatient 
Clinic.

For Veterans to get on the ALS Clinic schedule, Veterans must be enrolled in VA Health Care, then contact 
ALS Clinic Coordinator NP Richel Aliboso 281.660.7538 or email Richel.Aliboso2@va.gov

Also, Veterans can contact me since I attend the Clinic every week.

Gregory T. Treacy
Senior National Service Officer
Paralyzed Veterans of America
6900 Almeda Rd. Room 1028
Houston, TX 77030
RingCentral Phone/Fax/Text: 202.416.1011
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